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9.    We shall give the strictest attention in our power to your orders for
returning home all your ships the same season they arrive in India, and should
have been able to have dispatched one ship more via Bencoolen, had the Coast
and Bay  ships arrived in time to have proceeded there, the President and
Council of Fort St. George having wrote us there would be a sufficient quantity
of surplus pepper at Fort Marlborough to have compleated one ship's tonnage
provided we could assist in her lading with 200 tons of goods.
10.    It would afford us the most sensible satisfaction if the situation of
affairs would admit of our employing the Ilchester and Worcester so as to save
the heavy charge of their demorage.   An offer has been made to freight one
of them to the Corromandel Coast and China, and the other might have been
sent to the Coast with rice and other goods, but for the reason already given
we have been obliged to refuse the offer above mentioned and to lay aside the
thoughts of sending either on a country voyage, it being of more importance
in our conception to the Company's interest to have the use of their men in
case of being attacked than the pecuniary advantage would be of gaining
an equivalent for the demorage.   However, we cannot help observing that had
a sufficient number of recruits been sent out to have put us in a capacity of
defending the settlement against the attempts of the French, the Company
would have fceen indemnified the greatest part of the charge of the demorage
of the above mentioned ships by our employing them on country voyages.
11.    On   the  Doddalay  we  have  sent  a  further quantity  of 500   bags
of petre to Bombay.
12.   Upon the arrival of the Coast and Bay ships we ordered the Import
Ware House Keeper to advertise that a sale of woollen goods and copper would
be made the 13th February-   Enclosed we transmit the account sales for your
observation which we hope will be very satisfactory.   If the country remains
quiet and there are no disturbances in the north, we may venture to affirm
that your imports will very soon be in great demand and that a larger quantity
may be disposed off at this settlement than has been sold for some years past.
We shall not be wanting on our parts to encourage the sales of your goods as
much as we are able and if either of the other Presidencies complain of then-
vent for woollens etc., and we find they may be sold at this place, we shall
advise them of it and endeavour to clear their godowns of such articles as their
markets will not take off.
13.    The bullion received from the Elizabeth turned out a small matter
short in weight but the Import Ware House Keeper having reported that the
chests were all in a good condition and the seals not broke and Capri Burden
representing to us that neither he nor his purser saw it weighed off and
chested in Europe, we have given him up his bill of lading without insisting
on the deficiency, imagining it might arise from our having no troy weights to
weigh it off by.   We have however wrote to the President and Council of Fort
St. George to have it weighed off at their settlement in the usual method and
shall advise Your Honours how it turns out.
14.   The Coast and Bay ships having been obliged to put in at the Brazils,
the commanders were necessitated to make use of part of the bullion they
had on board which we shall take care to have replaced in rupees, agreeable
to the produce of it in our mint.